SKSR Board Meeting September 11, 2025

Attendees: Linda Fitzgerald, Lynda Hughes, Linda Lee, Karen McElliott,
Jim Siscel (President), Cathy Webb (Vice President)

At 10:08, Jim called the meeting to order and led the flag salute.

Minutes - A motion was made to accept the minutes of the August Board
Retreat as corrected during the meeting; the motion was seconded and
passed.

Treasurer - Jennifer Altena reported that the Washington Federal
checking account balance is $30,750.61. SKSR has received $2,778.00
from WSSRA for the fiscal year to date. The Washington Federal savings
account balance is $10,396.41. The Edward Jones scholarship account
has a balance of $121,762.61, and the Winnie Smith account $71,308.34,
after the transfer of $26,000 to pay the 2025 Winnie Smith scholarships.
All balances are as of Aug. 31. She and Jim opened two CDs at
Washington Federal, a $10,000 7-month CD and a $10,000 13-month-CD.

Legislative — The Legislative Committee will meet in October at which time
WSSRA'’s initiatives for the next legislative session will be determined.

Membership - Jim reported that membership is at 1,379. This is one
member down from last month but still up from last year. There are four
pending memberships, and three people have requested off. Last week he
added Northshore Superintendent Dr. Justin Irish as a member. Jim was
also contacted by a Northshore specialist who wants to join because of
SKSR’s mini-grants program.

Educator Grants - Karen reported that each district has now verified a
final accounting of 2024-25 grant money. There were several occasions
this past year of a recipient (or office manager) not using the grant
account to pay for purchases; fortunately, each time it was possible to
restore the building funds and use the grant money. She has sent emails
to 100 active members who have received past grants, reminding them
that they are eligible to apply again this year if they are still active
members in good standing. Currently, she has received one application.
Before the end of the month, she will ask Linda Smith to send out an email
about the grants to all 300+ active members.



Scholarships - In Jan., Linda Fitzgerald will disseminate updated
scholarship materials to the district high schools. A replacement for Keith
Lindaas to oversee the Winnie Smith scholarships has come forward, but
she will not start until after the 2025-26 school year ends.

Sunshine - Barb Bumgardner sent sympathy cards to the families of Helen
Bartholomaus, Sharon Carson, Greg Elliot, Lillian Sarvis, and Sharron Cain.
She also thanked the board for the “tough cookie” card that she received
from the board (via Jan). Jim read a card from Erma Snook’s daughter,
thanking the board for the scholarship donation made in her mother’s
memory.

Records - Deby Comfort reported one new member and no additional
deaths.

Website - Jim stated that the website is up to date.

Bulletin—Jo needs to receive articles for the next issue of the Bulletin by
Oct. 13.

Transportation to Meetings - In an attempt to increase the number of
members attending SKSR events, it was decided to include a statement in
each event sign-up article requesting that would-be attendees also
indicate if they need transportation to/from the event. After which, the
board will see if it is feasible to provide rides to the event. This should
begin with the information about the November event with Living Voices.

Legislative Buddies - The Board should encourage members to follow
through when they receive an WSSRA legislative alert. An article should
be included in the Bulletin encouraging their participation and explaining
that these alerts are set up in such a way that it is easy for them to
respond (e.g., the alert will automatically connect to the appropriate
legislator) and that the prepared message is easy to adapt for those who
want to include their own thoughts. This should appear in the next issue
of The Bulletin along with the legislative report.

Health Person - No one has stepped forward to take Robin Randle’s place.
Cathy will continue to seek a candidate.



Update meeting schedule—Jim announced the following confirmed dates
and places: Feb. 19 and May 21 general meetings will be in the Edmonds
School District Board Rooms 12:30-3:00. (Note the change in time.) All
SKSR Board meetings and Bulletin folding sessions in ESC Room 105 have
been confirmed. The Nov. 13 general meeting in the Shoreline Center
8:30-3:00 has been confirmed; the SKSR Board meeting will be 9-11, the
general meeting will follow from 11:30-3.

AARP Information - Jim suggested that the next time there is an eight-
page edition of the Bulletin, we include AARP’s “Your Disaster
Preparedness Checklist.” as a one-page insert. The suggestion was
approved.

NW-1 Meeting - Jim asked who planned to attend the NW-1 Meeting on
Monday, Oct 6 at Mt Vernon. This will be the only in-person NW-1
meeting this year. Karen and Cathy (will drive herself) indicated they
would be going and perhaps Lynda H.

Disposal of Karaoke Speaker - Jim proposed that the Board dispose of the
karaoke speaker which is no longer used and list it on Craig’s List for $50
(original cost $90). Cathy said that she would purchase it for the said
price; she will send a check to Jennifer.

Directory Update - An appeal will be made to members with emails to
update their phone numbers and addresses in advance of publishing an
update directory.

Governing Documents—Linda Fitzgerald and Jan Philips met to update the
by-laws, by-lays appendix, and policy and procedures. They aligned the
language to current practice. Linda proposed that at the October meeting,
the Board go through the changes.

Bulletin Double Fold - For this current Bulletin, the printers folded the
pages. The Board had previously approved a single fold at a cost of $15.
The printers now have a machine that will do both folds. It was moved
and approved that the Board pay up to an additional $20 for a double
folding of each copy of the Bulletin. Henceforth, the folding party will
only be taping and labeling which cuts the group’s time to about 30
minutes.



Donation Checks Distribution - Jim has presented two $300 checks to the
Northshore Foundation (for homeless and basic needs initiatives) and
$300 to Edmonds Clothes for Kid. He had pictures taken. Lynda Hughes
will get take the check to Washington Kids in Transition and get a photo.
Jennifer will do the same for the Shoreline Foundation and the Works; Jim
has a contact name and number for the latter. Once all presentations
have been made, he would like a Bulletin article, including check
presentation photos, delineating the six $300 SKSR charitable donations.

Field Trip—Karen has been in contact with the National Nordic Museum.
They are able to accommodate us on Thursday, Mar 19, 11:00 for a
docent-led tour. Group size is capped at 25. Admission cost is $10
(senior)/$12 (adult). Docent fee is $20. It was agreed that she should
confirm the date with the museum and write a brief save the date article
for the next issue of the Bulletin.

Month-by-Month Responsibilities - Jim passed out a sheet of monthly
responsibilities and asked everyone to read and revise each month for
their own personal responsibilities (e.g., general meeting programs). At
the October board meeting, there will be further discussion, and a revised
version will be made based on current needs and practices.

The next meeting will be Oct. 9 at the ESC. Jim adjourned the meeting at
11:35

Respectfully submitted,

Karen McElliott



