
 

 

SKSR Annual Retreat, Lynndale Elementary  August 21, 2025 
 
Attendees: President Jim Siscel, Vice President President Cathy Webb, 
Secretary Jan Phillips, Treasurer Jennifer Altena, Deby Comfort, Linda 
Fitzgerald, Lynda Hughes, Linda Lee, Karen McElliott 
 
Jim called the order at 9:06 am.  We all joined in saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
Minutes — A motion was made to accept the minutes of the SKSR July 
Board meeting as emailed.  Motion was seconded and passed.  A motion 
was made to accept the minutes of the General Meeting and Picnic.  It was 
seconded and passed. 
 
Jennifer presented and discussed the proposed Annual budget.  After 
discussion it was tabled and will be voted on at the end of today’s 
meeting. 
 
Legislative — Jim said there is another new idea to discuss although we 
did talk about the legislative buddy concept. 
 
Membership — Jim reported that we have 1,383, which is lower by 9 
members.  We have 2 new retirees pending. 
 
Grants — Karen reported that the Edmonds School District has $28 left in 
our account.  Northshore School District has $ 200.  She believes there 
may still be some outstanding bills.  Shoreline School District said that not 
everything has been posted and that there is money left.  She has created 
an announcement with the start date for this year’s grants to be 
September 1 and November 6 as the final date.  The last day for a new 
member to join and be considered for a grant is October 30. 
 
Health — Robin Randles has unfortunately had to resign so we are looking 
for a replacement.  She will write an article to be in the next Bulletin. 
 
Scholarship — Keith has announced that this will be his last year at being 
a co-chair.  He has the responsibility of overseeing the Winnie Smith 
portion of the scholarships.  Anyone interested in taking on this 
responsibility should contact Jim or Linda.  Linda reported that the 



 

 

scholarship information will be out to the schools in January and 
applications will be due in March. 
 
Sunshine — Barb sent in a report.  In the process it was announced that 
she needs a caring card.  She sent: a sympathy card to the family of 
Steven Carlson, a sympathy card to the family of Rusel Hause, a sympathy 
card to the family of Janice MacKenzie and a sympathy card to the family 
of Trav Wills.  
 
Records — Deby Comfort reported that there are 14 deceased members 
and six new members. 
 
Website — Jim reported that it is up to date.  
 
Bulletin —Jo has said that the up-coming Bulletin may be thin. 
 
Handouts — Jim handed out a new Table of Contents, a 2026 calendar, 
and a roster of the SKSR Board.  He commented that the location of the 
General Meetings of 11/13 and 4/9 still must be scheduled.  He talked 
about next year’s convention which will be held in Chehalis on June 9 and 
10.  Members were to check to see that their personal information was 
correct in the roster.  The meeting dates and responsibilities are:  
November Luncheon (date needs to be confirmed), Lynda Hughes, 
December 11 Board Lunch Cathy Webb, February 19 Humanities Linda 
Lee, Field trip March 19 Karen McElliott (dates and place need to be 
determined), April Scholarship Luncheon (date needs to be confirmed) 
Jim Siscel, May gathering May 21 Jennifer Altena and Picnic July 16 Jan 
Phillips. 
 
Program Ideas/ Monthly Responsibilities — Jim, also, handed out 
information on the General Meeting dates, who was responsible for that 
meeting and what program there might be offered.  We matched: 
November with Living Voices, February with Humanities Washington, 
Field trip Nordic Museum but needs to be scheduled, 2nd choice Burke 
Museum, April Scholarship with Jim Scharf, May gathering with Debbie 
Dimitre, and the Service Project which Lynda Hughes will check on. 
 
Sharron Caine will have a memorial in September.  If anyone wants to 
attend, they are to contact Jim. 
 



 

 

Food Choices — Jim handed out a sheet that contained the food choices 
being given by Parnita’s.  We discussed the quantity of rice that we have 
received in the past.  It was decided to ask for less rice.  We then voted on 
the choices.  The main entree for November will be Sour Cream Almond 
Chicken and in April Chicken Enchilada. 
 
How to get more attendance — Jim noted that the personal calling worked 
a little with leaving a message the first time and trying a second.  We did 
have a discussion involving transportation.  
 
Membership Enticements— We should try to greet people we don’t know 
and welcome them.  It was discussed how much in advance we can have 
the list to start calling from.  Jim will give out a list to the chair who can 
the let everyone know via email who is coming.  Then we can call.  This 
will happen the week before the event. The chair will put in a reminder in 
the announcement of the event to please check both their regular email 
and their junk email. 
 
Phone and email accuracy — Jim will put a comment in the Bulletin for 
everyone to please check the accuracy of their information.  He will also 
include information about the privacy concerns.   
 
Member contact for legislative information via postcard or flyer — We 
discussed the advantages and disadvantages for sending out political 
information.  We could do it using our non-profit status.  We decided that 
a flyer could give more information than a postcard. 
 
Legislative Buddies — We will revisit next month. 
 
New Health Person — Unfortunately Robin Randles had to resign this 
position.  She has written an article for the upcoming Bulletin.  She also 
has written a short blurb about what the position entails.  She does get 2 
magazines to help with finding information about the articles. 
 
Can we find one more non-profit per district to donate money to besides 
the three we currently donate to. — After much discussion the following 
motion was made:  We will give $600 to each of three districts.  Edmonds 
School District will receive $300 to go to Clothes for Kids and $300 to go 
to WA Kids in Transition.  Shoreline School District will receive $300 to go 
to The Works and $300 to go to the Foundation to be used for the 



 

 

AngelFund/Benevolent aid.  Northshore will receive $300 to the Homeless 
Fund and $300 to be used for the Basic Needs portion.  It was seconded 
and after discussion passed. 
 
Governing Documents — Linda Fitzgerald offered to be the point person.  
Jan Phillips will help. 
 
Invest in Cd to take care of large cash — Jim talked with the finance 
committee.  They recommended we buy a $20,000 CD.  Jan moved that 
we purchase a $20,000CD for 11 months at WaFd.  Motion was seconded 
and passed. 
 
Jim asked if there were further questions about the Budget that was 
proposed at the beginning of the meeting.  Cathy moved that we accept 
the proposed budget that will then be presented to the membership for 
their approval in November.  Motion seconded and passed. 
 
The next meeting will be Sept 11 at the ESC.  Jim adjourned the meeting 
at 12:43 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jan Phillips, Secretary  
 


